
  

 
 

             
 

  

 
 
 

I have met a few famous people, but I doubt they 

remember meeting me. I have briefly met President Ford, 

President H.W. Bush, Prince (now king) Charles, and 

Attorney General John Ashcroft, but the brief encounters 

made no lasting change in my life. However, I have also 

met a few un-famous people who changed the course of 

my life: Sammy Chisolm, James Haynes, and Dr. Milton 

Wheeler.  

 

You don’t have to be famous to make a difference in 

someone’s life. For example, Dr. Wheeler was my history 

professor in college. I had him my first semester in 

college. One day he saw me on campus and called me 

over to explain why I had skipped his class. I did not have 

a good reason, and he firmly stated that he expected me 

to be in class every time, on time. I was impressed he knew my name and had noticed I was not in 

class. As a result I never missed his class and became a better student. He knew I could do better, 

and I did. He was instrumental in me winning a full scholarship to the Hebrew University in 

Jerusalem.  

 

I am proud Tusculum has faculty and staff who make a difference in the lives of our students. 
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People have invested in you and helped you get where you are today. Maybe it was a word of 

encouragement, maybe it was a word of wisdom, maybe it was holding you accountable to high 

expectations, maybe it was giving you a second chance, or maybe it was financial support to help 

you get through college. You too can make a difference in the lives of our students.  

 

Go Pioneers! 

Scott Hummel, Ph.D.  

 

“Called for a Purpose” – Isaiah 42:6  

  

 
  

 
 
 

Gracie Weems joins the Office of Institutional Advancement  



 
 

Growing up in Greene County 

Tennessee, Tusculum University has 

always been a part of my life. This 

campus was where I took my first 

field trip, went on my first college 

tour, spent my first summer camp, 

and my first job was right across the 

road (shout out to Creamy Cup for 

still being my #1 coffee stop). 

That’s why choosing to come here to 

pursue my education was a no-

brainer. However, when I started 

classes here in 2020, the learning 

curve was steep. All classes were 

held over zoom, and it felt as if I 

would never have the opportunity to 

get the real college experience. For 

many months, I didn’t know what 

the future held for me. That is, until 

I found my second family in 

Tusculum.  

 

I have always been a lover of all things artistic, but theatre was my passion. TU Arts Outreach and 

Theatre-at-Tusculum welcomed me with open arms and I began to feel like a part of something, 

when it seemed like the entire world was still locked away. Additionally, I was presented the unique 

opportunity to be the very first recipient of an Arts Outreach Administration degree that Tusculum 

has awarded. This allowed me to further my knowledge in business administration, while being able 

to specialize in fundraising, event management, non-profit work, and community outreach. I then 

was asked to be involved in several different hands-on projects including, directing children’s plays, 

stage managing several University productions, and executing the first ever Tusculum University 

Center for the Arts Gala.  

 

After graduating in December of 2023, I knew that there had to be more for me here. When 

working with the TUCA, I felt a strong pull to pursue development as a career. That is when I got in 

touch with the office of Institutional Advancement. From the moment I met the team here, I knew 

this was the place for me. Being surrounded by such kind and knowledgeable colleagues has given 



me the confidence to grow and learn at an unprecedented rate, and I cannot begin to thank them 

enough. Thank you Tusculum, for everything. 

  

 
 

Watch “The College Tour” episode about Tusculum on the 
university’s website 

 

If you were unable to attend the orange carpet premiere at the Capitol Theatre and want to see the 

episode featuring Tusculum, you are in luck!  

 

The episode has been posted to the Tusculum website and is available for viewing. You can 

visit https://site.tusculum.edu/the-college-tour/ and click on the episode. We encourage you 

to share the link so others can see why Tusculum is the right choice for college. The episode will 

also drop on Amazon Prime in May.  
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Check out Tusculum's apartments on "Dorm Tours" 

 

Viewers can see a tour of one apartment by senior Quinn Messick 

at https://youtu.be/47iv8DvS7Cg and another by sophomore Xavier Velazquez 

athttps://youtu.be/hUJlffA6U3M. 

 

 

 
 

Highly regarded Tusculum University leader promoted to 
associate vice president of student affairs and retention  
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Chuck Sutton, a highly respected leader who uses his one-on-one connections with students to 

provide holistic support and help them stay on the path toward graduation, has been promoted to 

associate vice president of student affairs and retention at Tusculum University.  

 

Sutton will oversee residence life, student life and programming as well as collaboration with 

internal and external stakeholders to promote student retention, success and engagement.  

 

He will serve on the university’s Executive Cabinet, which advises and assists the president with 

Tusculum’s day-to-day operations. 

 

 
 

Tusculum honors cherished cafeteria worker as he celebrates 
25 years of valued service to the university  
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For 25 years, Travis Parton has served as a light of joy for students, faculty and staff when they eat 

in the Tusculum University cafeteria.  

 

Tusculum honored this beloved cafeteria worker Tuesday, March 19, with a ceremony that 

highlighted everyone’s affection for him, his excellent work and his playful side, which brightens 

everyone’s day.  

 

Included in the event was a proclamation from Dr. Scott Hummel, Tusculum’s president, declaring 

March 19 as Travis Parton Day at the university. 

 

 
 

Tusculum University supports nature and people’s property 
needs as distribution site for Tennessee Tree Day  
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Beautifying their property and, in some cases, putting more food on their table, local residents 

visited Tusculum University Saturday, March 16, to collect a wide variety of trees they had 

purchased at a minimal cost.  

 

The Doak House Museum served as one of the distribution locations for Tennessee Tree Day.  

 

Representatives of the university and the community collaborated to sort and hand out more than 

1,500 trees to a steady stream of residents who had reserved them and came to retrieve them. 

Trees that produce fruit, nuts and flowers were the most popular. 

 

 
 

$3,800 raised at campus event to support Ukrainians 
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The auction held Thursday, Feb. 29, in Annie Hogan Byrd Fine Arts Center to support home repairs 

in Ukraine raised $3,700. Restore-Ukraine, which held the event, raised another $100 in print sales 

Friday, March 1.  

 

Tusculum family members and East Tennessee residents attended the auction, which featured 16 

paintings, five hand-painted T-shirts and three handmade rugs. The event also included the 

auctioning of a cake made by the mother of Yaroslav Hnatusko, the co-founder and executive 

director of Restore Ukraine.  

 

You can read more about the event and the perspectives of many people who won pieces in the 

auction. 

 

 

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/d17d70d9f4
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/cf8b2b2e0e


 

Student profiled in local newspaper about business he started! 

 

We were thrilled to see senior Brady Forgety featured recently in a local newspaper about a 

business he has established.  

 

The Rogersville Review profiled him and his Precision Exterior Cleaning pressure washing 

business. In the story, he shared that he wanted to earn additional money for college and picked 

pressure washing because there was a need for the service around Rogersville. His business is 

performing strongly and has attracted corporate and residential clients.  

 

Forgety is majoring in business administration. We commend him on his entrepreneurship and wish 

him further success with his business! 
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Student participates in exhibit at local museum 

 

We congratulate Hughston Burnheimer, a senior majoring in history, with a concentration in 

museum studies, for his participation in a new exhibit at the Chuckey Depot Museum.  

 

Burnheimer was a member of the exhibit subcommittee for “Railroads of Middle Tennessee: 

Louisville & Nashville Railroad and Tennessee Central Railway.” Tusculum alumnus Samuel Bowen 

was also involved in the exhibit.  

 

“I am so proud to be part of the exhibit committee at the museum and was thrilled to help put this 

exhibit together,” Burnheimer said in a Facebook post. 

 

 
 

Six students went to Cincinnati to serve during spring break 



 

Keeping with tradition, the Bonner Leader Program sponsored an alternative spring break trip to 

perform service work. This year, the six participating students as well as leaders of the Center for 

Civic Advancement traveled to Cincinnati, leaving Sunday, March 10, and returning Thursday, 

March 14.  

 

Students worked at four sites, three of which address food insecurity and the other being an animal 

shelter. The organizations and programs where they spent their volunteer time included Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul, Freestore Foodbank, Society of St. Andrew, and Cincinnati Animal Care. 

Student participates were Isabelle Delbridge, Amanda Lunceford, Simon Johnson, Josie Norton, 

Maggie Vickers, and Janelle Zirger.  

 

CCA leaders on the trip included Dr. Shelby Ward, Amanda Delbridge, and Anthony Bennett. 

 

 
 

Tusculum reaches direct admission agreement with a college of 
pharmacy 
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Tusculum has signed a direct admission agreement that will enable students to have a seamless 

transition with the Union University College of Pharmacy.  

 

The College of Pharmacy seeks to connect with students as freshmen to help guide them 

successfully through their undergraduate studies at Tusculum and position them to meet all 

requirements for admission to the professional program after graduation. To be eligible for direct 

admission, students must complete all of the prerequisite courses in the sciences and other 

disciplines and meet the required grade point average and ACT benchmarks.  

 

Mike Renfrow, Union’s director of pharmacy admissions and recruitment, said Tusculum’s robust 

curriculum, values, dedicated faculty and supportive learning environment illuminate that the 

university is an outstanding higher education institution.  

 

“Tusculum students are considered an excellent fit for the Union University College of Pharmacy due 

to their demonstrated academic excellence, commitment to their studies and alignment with the 

values of our pharmacy program,” he said.  
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“Union is a Christian university like Tusculum, and the College of Pharmacy admits a small to 

moderate number of students into each class,” said Dr. Heather Henson-Ramsey, dean of 

Tusculum’s College of Science, Technology and Mathematics. “The College of Pharmacy has an 8:1 

student-faculty ratio, which is exceptional. I think our TU students will find the program appealing 

and will feel at home there.” 

 

 
 

Ballad Health opens the Center for Early Learning on campus 

 

Ballad Health held a ribbon-cutting ceremony Thursday, Feb. 29, for its Center for Early Learning, 

located in the Shulman Center on campus.  

 

The center features six classrooms surrounding the common area where we used to hold art shows, 

as well as a playground with equipment to encourage imaginative play.  

https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/9168d12335
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/2f86855804


 

At full capacity, the center can serve 92 children – from infants to age 5.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Free income tax return preparation services from Tusculum! 
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Tusculum students, a department chair and community members will be ready to help you at three 

locations through April 11.  

To schedule an appointment, visit https://web.tusculum.edu/vita/ and click on the online 

registration form.  

 

The schedule and locations are: 

• Mondays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2343 Knob Creek Road, Johnson 

City 

• Thursdays, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Meen Center Rooms 001 and 005 on Tusculum’s campus in 

Greeneville 

• Saturdays, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Washington County Library, 200 E. Sabine Drive, Jonesborough 

 

 

Clients can also come to one of the three locations and complete their return on their own at no 

charge on a laptop provided by Tusculum.  

 

This is the eighth straight year Tusculum is participating in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 

program. VITA services are also available to community members who meet eligibility 
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requirements. 

 

Dr. Harold Branstrator, associate professor of management, oversees the program.  

 

 
 

The Rev. John Gloucester, founder of first Black Presbyterian 
Church in U.S. 

 

The Rev. John Gloucester was the founder of the first Black Presbyterian Church in the U.S. He was 

also the first African American to attend Tusculum in the 1800’s.  

 

Gloucester founded Siloam Presbyterian Church in Brooklyn. He served as pastor of the church until 

his death from tuberculosis in 1822. Among the tributes bestowed on him, Gloucester is deemed 

the founder of the first African American Presbyterian Church in the United States.  

 

Read more about Rev. John Gloucester 
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Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation adds Tracy 
Lang '01 as senior director of human resources 

 

Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation (KCDC) has hired Tracy Lang as senior director of 

human resources.  

 

“Tracy has deep skill sets in human resources disciplines, including employee relations, benefits and 

recruiting, that will help in the operation of our HR department and impact the entire organization,” 

KCDC Executive Director and CEO Ben Bentley said. “We’re happy to welcome her to the KCDC 

team.”  

 

Lang earned a bachelor’s degree in organizational management from Tusculum University and a 

Master of Business Administration (MBA) from Western Governors University. She is a Certified 

Compensation Professional® and past president and secretary of East Tennessee Compensation 

and Benefits Association (ETCBA). She currently is pursuing Society of Human Resource 

Management Senior Certified Professional (SHRM-SCP) certification.  

 

She previously served in multiple HR director roles, most recently as director of talent acquisition 



and employee relations for East Tennessee Children’s Hospital.  

 

Lang lives in Maryville with her husband, Todd, of 35 years. Her two adult children live in Florida, 

and she is excited to welcome her first grandchild in 2024. Lang volunteers extensively in the 

community. 

 

 
 

Dr. Stuart Hirstein '87 finishes fourth year at Saint Edward's 
School 

 

Dr. Stuart Hirstein is finishing his fourth year as Head of School at Saint Edward's School in Vero 

Beach, Florida.  

 

He and his wife Mimi are proud first-time grandparents of Ozzie Hirstein. They are also proud 

parents of four, Austin, Camille, Phoebe, and Ansley.  

 

They love their life in Vero Beach and love following the St. Louis Cardinals and Atlanta Braves. 



 

 
 

Apply to audit a course at Tusculum 

There is still time to learn something new! Auditing a course is an excellent (and inexpensive) way 

to expand your horizons.  

 

When auditing a course, you have the opportunity to fully engage in the learning environment 

without the responsibility of completing assignments or taking tests. If you are interested in 

auditing a course for the first time, your first step is applying to Tusculum as a special student via 

this link: https://apply.tusculum.edu/apply/  

 

After your acceptance, you will be contacted to determine which course(s) you would like to audit. 

The audit fee is only $100 per course, and the purchasing of textbooks is optional! Below is a list of 

available classes. A PDF of the class list with more information is also available. 
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Dr. Miriam Stroder elected to statewide board 

 

We congratulate Dr. Miriam Stroder, dean of the College of Education, who has been elected for a 

three-year term on the board of directors of the Tennessee Association of Colleges for Teacher 

Education.  

 

Dr. Stroder is representing East Tennessee on the board. Her selection continues Tusculum 

connections to the board. Dr. Tricia Hunsader, our provost and vice president of academic affairs, 

served as president from 2020-2022.  

 

Dr. Stroder has served as dean since 2021 and is an associate professor of education. Earlier in her 

extensive career, she taught students in fifth through eighth grades. Dr. Stroder has been a faculty 

member in higher education since 2008, with a primary focus on literacy. She taught at Western 

Kentucky University and Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky, before coming to Tusculum in 

2018.  

 

She serves on Tennessee Comprehensive Review teams for the state. Previously, she was a 

member of the state’s Educator Preparation Working Group and Tennessee’s Advisory Committee 

on Educator Preparation. She also served on the Northeast Tennessee Equity Scholarship Initiative, 
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a collaborative venture of the United Way of Greene County and the Niswonger Foundation.  

 

TACTE serves as the collective voice of those who train educators in the state to protect and 

promote high-quality educator preparation for the ultimate benefit of Tennessee’s students in pre-

kindergarten through 12th grade. You can learn more about the organization 

at https://tnacte.org/ 
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Visit the Official Home of Tusculum Athletics at www.tusculumpioneers.com to stay up-to-date 

on Tusculum Pioneers athletics news and information! 

The site offers a full schedule of any upcoming athletic events. 

Nice honor for one of our student-athletes! 

We congratulate sophomore student-athlete Inmaculada Delgado, who received the South Atlantic 

Conference Women's Indoor Track and Field Wealth Enhancement Group Elite 23 Award.  

 

The award honors the student-athlete with the top cumulative grade point average (with at least 48 

credit hours) in each of the league's 23 team championship sports. Delgado has a 4.0 grade point 

average as a mathematics and computer science major. 
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Track and field teams accumulate strong performances 

The men’s indoor track and field team snared a program-best third place at the South Atlantic 

Conference Indoor Track & Field Championship meet Sunday, Feb. 25. Meanwhile, sophomore 

Theresa Green-White won the gold medal in the 60-meter hurdles. Overall, the women finished 

seventh.  
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Tusculum welcomes two new head coaches 

We congratulate Hannah Barrett and Kyle Hughes on being named the head coaches of the 

women’s indoor volleyball team and men’s soccer team, respectively, and welcome them to the 

Tusculum family!  

 

Barrett was announced as the new volleyball coach Friday, March 15, and takes over a team that 

won the South Atlantic Conference Tournament championship, earned an NCAA Division II 

Tournament berth and finished 22-7 in 2023. She most recently served as an assistant coach at the 

University of South Alabama. You can read more about her in this news release from the Office of 

Athletic Communications.  

 

Hughes, who was announced as the head coach Wednesday, March 13, served on the coaching staff 

of Presbyterian College in 2023. He has prior head coaching experience at Spartanburg Methodist 

College. He takes over a team that finished 8-5-3 in 2023. You can read more about his hiring in 

this news release from the Office of Athletic Communications 
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*Save the Date* Homecoming will be October 12, 2024! 

We will keep you updated as more information becomes available! 
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Click on the photo to view the obituary information. If you know of other memorials, 

announcements or other information about Alumni and Friends of Tusculum University, please email 

us at: alumni@tusculum.edu 
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https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/caa3c726a2
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/ab760e35cb/utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2i591zz7DbR3LnDAC0xhWDjT2GN9-pz0O1KYJ6IEsX0-1FJuvSzDbCmDw
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/f10c627eef/id=54393483
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?TusculumUniversity/467545e0ea/TEST/1fb560de4a


 

  

 

  

 
 
 

Dear Alumni and Friends! 

 

Happy Spring and Daylight Savings Time! I don’t know about 

you, but I sure am looking forward to longer days and warmer 

temperatures. This time of year my family sits around the 

kitchen table and creates a to-do list. A fun summer bucket 

list, if you will. It contains all the experiences we hope to have 

during warmer weather. It also helps us to get through all the 

extra winter seasons that East Tennessee is known for. (I’m 

not made for the cold.) You know what I’m talking about! 

Dogwood, blackberry, redbud winters. Our summer bucket list 

gives us something to look forward to. It helps us keep track 

of the memories we hope to create together. Some items on 

our list include a family vacation, day trips to the mountains, and BBQs with family members. 
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Other items are as simple as catching fireflies, watching fireworks, and building a blanket fort. 

Each one is so special to me. What are you looking forward to during this season? What traditions 

do you hold dear?  

 

One of my new work “traditions” is hearing your treasured memories of Tusculum. Listening to the 

memory that goes along with the trivia question and pictures that you are providing has quickly 

become one of my favorite parts of getting to know you, my alumni family! So keep them coming 

and thank you for participating!  

 

Speaking of alumni family, don’t forget to mark your calendars and come back “home” for the Old 

Oak Festival held here on campus. April 20th 9:00am - 6:00pm and April 21st 10:00am - 

4:00pm. We will have an alumni tent again this year. Please stop by and visit awhile!  

 

Please feel free to email me at jhawk@tusculum.edu or call at 423.636.7407.  

 

Kind Regards, 

Jolin Hawk '05 '11 

Senior Director of Development and Alumni Relations  

 
 

 
  

Are you good at trivia? Test your Tusculum knowledge here with us. 
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Are you an alumnus, alumna, TU 

employee, student, or trustee who 

owns his or her own business? Let 

us know! We want to partner with 

you and celebrate your 

accomplishments!  

 

The Office of Alumni Relations wants to 

learn more about our alumni 

entrepreneurs so that we can support 

them whenever possible.  

 

We also want to help each business 

owner embrace their entrepreneurial 

spirit and showcase their TU pride. Once 

you register your business with our 

office, we will send you a free “TU 

Pioneer-owned Business” decal to 

display your pride.  

 

If you are a graduate, student, employee, or trustee of TU and would like your company or 

business to appear in the Pioneer-Owned Business Directory, please 

email alumni@tusculum.edu to provide us with information about your business! 

 

Follow the Tusculum Alumni Facebook page to stay up to date on alumni-related events, news, 

and happenings both on and off campus!  

 

See and follow our page at: www.facebook.com/tusculumalumni/ 
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