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Go Pioneers! 
Scott Hummel, Ph.D. 
  
“Called for a Purpose” 
– Isaiah 42:6  

 

My wife and I recently 

had a chance to visit the 
Arctic Circle, including 

where the 1000 mile 

Iditarod race began. 

While speaking with some 
of those involved with the 

dog sledding teams, we 

learned a lot about all the 

preparation, conditioning, 
strategy, adjustments to 

the course and weather, 

and the mental and 

physical toughness to 
endure. As we celebrate 

the end of another 

successful academic year 

and the graduation of 
nearly 200 students, I am 

reminded that to “finish 

the race” or accomplish 

anything great it takes all 
of these, not just 

preparation or strategy or 

endurance, but all of the 

above. I am proud of our 
newest alumni who are 

graduating this month. I 

am also reminded it is a 

team effort. Support from 
family, faculty, staff, 

other students, and 

alumni donors have all 

made it possible for our 
newest graduates to 

succeed.  
  

 

  
  

  

 

  

 

 

  



 

Jessica Burchette 

She was one of the 4 original Niswonger Scholars selected from the 
Niswonger Foundation in 2001. 

Dr. Jessica 
Burchette is 

from Newport, 
Tennessee and 

loves her East 
Tennessee 

roots. She 
graduated 

from Tusculum 
College in 

2006 with a BA 
in Biology. She 
is also a proud 

2010 graduate 
from the 

inaugural class 
at ETSU Bill 

Gatton College 
of Pharmacy. 

Upon 
graduation, Dr. 

Burchette 
obtained 

further post 

graduate 
training with a 

Pharmacy 
Practice 

(PGY1) 
residency at 

the University 
of Tennessee 

Medical Center 
in Knoxville, 

TN followed by 

an Internal 
Medicine 

(PGY2) 
residency with 

a secondary 
focus in 

academia at 
ETSU Bill 

Gatton College 

of Pharmacy. 
Dr. Burchette 

was fortunate 
to join the 

faculty at ETSU 
Bill Gatton 

College of 
Pharmacy in 

August 2012 
as an Assistant 

Professor of 



She and her husband enjoy raising their two kids, Sadie (7) and Tate 
(3). 
  

"Stop surviving and start living." 
 

Pharmacy 
Practice. She 

obtained her 
pharmacothera

py specialist 
board 

certification in 
2012. Her 

practice site is 
within Holston 

Valley Medical 
Center working 

with an 

interdisciplinar
y inpatient 

family 
medicine team. 

In addition to 
her practice, 

Dr. Burchette 
also 

coordinates 
and teaches 

several courses 

within the 
curriculum and 

serves as Chair 
of the 

Curricular 
Steering 

Committee. 
She enjoys 

teaching 
students about 

pulmonary 

disorders and 
basic critical 

care concepts 
in the 

classroom. In 
2023, she was 

selected as the 
Distinguished 

Faculty 

Member in 
Teaching for 

ETSU. 
 

  

  

 

  



 

 

  

Tusculum hosts regional conference of  
national history honor society 

Tusculum’s Alpha Pi Alpha chapter of the national Phi Alpha Theta honor society 
hosted the Tennessee Regional Conference Saturday at Tusculum. 
Dr. Jeffrey Perry, associate professor of history, served as the conference 
organizer. During the event, Dr. Perry; Dr. Joel Van Amberg, chair of the History, 
Museum Studies and Religion Department; Dr. Angela Keaton, professor of history; 
and Dr. Peter Noll, professor of public history and museum studies, served as panel 
chairs, helping guide student presentations. 
Tusculum students participated in multiple sessions. They were: 
·        "Public History at the James K. Polk House Home and Museum: A 
Collaborative Exhibit 
Project" – Hughston Burnheimer, Chris Colmer and Sydney May 
·        "Historic and Cultural Origins of Modern Israeli Constitutional Debate" – 
Burnheimer 
·        "The African-American Experience in Nineteenth Century Seneca Village, 
New York, and 
After Displacement” – Samantha Nelson 
·        "Hillbilly Highway and Southern Migration: A Case Study of Horse Creek" – 
May 
Phi Alpha Theta, which dates to 1921, is a nationally certified academic honor 
society for colleges and universities with a mission to promote the study of history 
through the encouragement of research, good teaching, publication and the 

exchange of learning and ideas among historians. 
 

  



 

 

  

Tusculum students Sydney May, far left; Samantha Nelson, second from left; and 
Dr. Peter Noll, far right, were some of the Tusculum representatives. Second from 
the right is Taylor Bowman from East Tennessee State University. Photo from 
Wayne Thomas 

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

  



 

Girl Scouts filter a water sample 
in the Meen Center. 

 

A Girl Scout looks at a filtered 
water sample under a 
microscope. 

GIRL SCOUTS LEARN 
ABOUT 

THE DAMAGING 
EFFECTS OF 

PLASTICSON HUMANS 
AND ANIMALS DURING 

VISIT TO TUSCULUM 
UNIVERSITY 

  
Girl Scouts learned about the 

impact of plastics on waterways, 
animals and humans from samples 
they took in a creek at Tusculum 

University. 
Eleven members of the Girl Scouts 

of the Southern Appalachians 
visited Tusculum Saturday, April 

13, for a day of activities centered 
on microplastics. They took water 

samples from three locations within 
College Creek and processed and 

examined them in the 
environmental science wing of the 
Meen Center. They also created a 
poster summarizing why plastics 

are an issue for wildlife and 
humans and presenting potential 
ideas for reducing this material in 

the environment. 
“We were pleased to partner with 
the Girl Scouts to provide these 

members with valuable information 
about a serious environmental 

matter,” said Dr. Heather Henson-
Ramsey, dean of 

Tusculum’s College of Science, 
Technology and Mathematics. 

“Those Girl Scouts who were 
unaware of the damage plastics 
can cause will now have a better 

understanding and possibly 
become involved in solutions for 

microplastics. 
“Providing this knowledge to these 

Girl Scouts is part of our 
commitment to civic engagement. 
Having them learn by visiting and 

http://www.tusculum.edu/
http://www.tusculum.edu/
https://web.tusculum.edu/science-technology-math/
https://web.tusculum.edu/science-technology-math/


 

Dr. Kate Smith, right, a 
Tusculum psychology 
professor, instructs two Girl 
Scouts. 

 

Three Girl Scouts work on their 
poster. 

performing work in the creek 
demonstrates the value of our 

active and experiential approach to 
education.” 

Lynnea Salinas, programs manager 
for Girl Scouts of the Southern 

Appalachians, said the Girl Scouts 
earned two environmental 

stewardship badges and a patch as 
a result of their visit to Tusculum. 

The day was part of the 
organization’s overall mission to 
build girls of courage, confidence 
and character. All of the badges 
Girl Scouts receive during their 

membership line up under four of 
the organization’s pillars – 

entrepreneurship; outdoors; 
science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics; and life skills. 

“We want our Girl Scouts to get a 
smattering of all different types of 
experiences,” Salinas said. “They 

wouldn’t get an experience like this 
in their regular classroom. It also 

gets the Girl Scouts out with others 
their own age and interests. Maybe 

one of them will say, ‘Wow, this 
was amazing. I’m really into biology 

and I didn’t realize that before.” 
In attendance Saturday were Girl 

Scouts from Greeneville and as far 
away as Big Stone Gap, Virginia, 
and Chattanooga. Dr. Henson-

Ramsey; Jordan Baker, assistant 
professor of biology; and Dr. Kate 

Smith, associate professor 
of psychology, taught the group. 

Tusculum student Skylar Lane 
assisted them. 

During their time on campus, the 
Girl Scouts gathered samples from 

the creek close to the Erwin 
Highway, near the outdoor 

classroom on the university’s 
nature trail and close to Gilland 
Street and the Paul E. Hayden 

Educational Wetland. The purpose 
was to determine whether a 

correlation exists between proximity 

https://www.girlscoutcsa.org/
https://www.girlscoutcsa.org/
https://site.tusculum.edu/biology/
https://site.tusculum.edu/psychology/


 

Girl Scouts collect water 
samples with guidance from 
Jordan Baker, left, a biology 
professor at Tusculum. 

 

to the road and the amount of 
plastics in the water. The group 

started with the idea there might be 
more plastics close to the road and 

less downstream. 
Once they collected the samples, 

the Girl Scouts returned to the 
environmental science laboratory to 

begin analyzing what they 
collected. They filtered the samples 

onto paper and then put them 
under a microscope so they could 
try to find and identify how many 

types of plastics they saw. Most of 
the small teams of Girl Scouts 

found more plastics in the samples 
from close to the road. 

Further information about the Girl 
Scouts of the Southern 

Appalachians is available 
athttps://www.girlscoutcsa.org/. 

People can access additional 
details about Tusculum’s 

environmental science program 
athttps://site.tusculum.edu/envir
onmental-science/. To learn more 

about the university, please 
visit www.tusculum.edu.  
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Praise for “The 412 Lounge” 
  

“The 412 Lounge” is a wonderful book. It’s spicy, 
sleuthy, mysterious, and just an all- around fun 

read! – Nicole W. (Orlando, FL) 
“I was only one chapter in and realized there 

was not enough left! I am already looking 
forward to the next book. – Lauren P. 

(Rogersville, TN) 

“Started reading and had to make myself put it 
down.” – Lisa W. (Jonesborough, TN) 

S. S. Marshall is available for interviews and 
appearances. For media inquiries, please feel 

free to contact S. S. Marshall 

New Novel “The 
412 Lounge” 

Takes Readers on 
an Immersive 

Journey to 1920s 
Chicago 

Speakeasy 
Best-selling author S. S. 

Marshall is proud to 
announce the release of 

her debut novel, “The 412 
Lounge,” a gripping tale 
set amidst the vibrant 

backdrop of 1920s Chicago 
speakeasy culture. This 

evocative narrative 
promises readers an 
exhilarating journey 

through an era of jazz, 

prohibition, and 
clandestine dealings. 
“The 412 Lounge” 

transports readers to the 
heart of Chicago during 

the height of the 

prohibition era. Where 
speakeasies reign 

supreme, and whispers of 
intrigue fill the air. Against 
this backdrop, protagonist 
Sasha Wolfe finds herself 

drawn into a world of 
danger and desire, where 
alliances are forged, and 

betrayals lurk around every 
corner. 

As Sasha navigates the 

murky underworld of 
Chicago’s speakeasy 

scene, she encounters a 
cast of intriguing 

characters, from suave 
gangsters to glamourous 
flappers, each with their 

own secrets and 
motivations. Tangled in the 



at serinamarshall48@gmail.com or Dapper Quill 
Publishing at dapperquillpublishing@gmail.com 

  

 

Tusculum graduate S. S. Marshall is a best-
selling author known for her ability to transport 
readers to different time periods and worlds 
with her vivid storytelling. This is her first novel 
in the 412 series, which has already garnished 
acclaim for its historical accuracy and 
emotional depth.  

 

swirling smoke and 
pulsating music, Sasha 

must unravel a web of 
desire and deceit to 

uncover the truth and 
protect those she loves. 
“The 412 Lounge” is a 
captivating blend of 

mystery, romance, and 
historical bemusement, 

capturing the essence of a 
bygone time with vivid 
detail and authenticity. 
From the dimly lit back 
rooms of speakeasies to 

the glittering dance floors 
of jazzy nightlife, author S. 
S. Marshall brings 1920s 
Chicago to life in all its 

gritty splendor.  
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People needing 
assistance with 

their income tax 
return 
preparation 
turned 
to Tusculum 
University in 
record numbers 
this year. 
Tusculum 
students and 
community 
volunteers 
completed 1,017 
returns as part 
of 
theVolunteer 
Income Tax 
Assistance pro

gram. This was 
the first time 
Tusculum’s VITA 
program, which 
provides free 
income tax 

return 
preparation to 
eligible 
participants, has 
cracked the 
1,000 barrier 
and fulfills a 

longtime goal 
for organizers. 
“We are grateful 
for the 
community’s 
continuing trust 

in our services 
and are excited 
we have helped 
so many people 
with a process 
that can be 

complex and 
challenging,” 

After completing some initial returns, Sanchez talked to Dr. 
Rhonda Fawbush, associate professor of accounting and business 

law, and enrolled in a tax policy class and began her pursuit of 
licensure as an enrolled agent with the Internal Revenue Service. 
That status will give her the most highly recognized tax 
professional certification available in the United States. It will give 
her limited attorney power for tax matters and enable her to 
represent a client in front of the IRS. 
Also, as a result of her time in VITA, she has changed her career 
plans and now wants to complete tax returns for a living. 
Previously, she had eyed more of a bookkeeping career. 
Bales, who is majoring in business administration with a 
concentration in information technology and is also pursuing a 
minor in web design, also became involved in VITA as part of his 
coursework. But he also found value from a knowledge standpoint 
that could help him with his own tax return. As was the case with 
Sanchez, he liked VITA and the completion of returns. He 
graduates in May but said he will probably volunteer again in 
2025. 
“It’s always something different,” Bales said. “It’s not the same 

exact experience every time because everybody has different 
living and work situations. Every time you file somebody’s return, 
it feels like a different challenge or experience and challenge. In 
the beginning, it was rough, but as it went on, it became pretty 
easy.” 
Dr. Scott Hummel, Tusculum’s president, was thrilled with this 

year’s outcome. 
“The VITA program is a tremendous outreach program and shows 
how seriously we take connecting with the community,” he said. 
“Our students greatly benefit from developing the hard and soft 
skills Dr. Branstrator teaches them, and they also learn from 
teaming with the community members who are also helping 
prepare tax returns. Dr. Branstrator has developed an exceptional 

program, and we are thankful for his mentorship and guidance as 
he helps our students become career-ready professionals.” 
Anyone who is interested in participating in VITA as a preparer 
can email Dr. Branstrator at hbranstrator@tusculum.edu. 
Further information about the program is available 
at https://web.tusculum.edu/vita/. To learn more about the 

university, please visit www.tusculum.edu.  

  

http://www.tusculum.edu/
http://www.tusculum.edu/
https://web.tusculum.edu/vita/
https://web.tusculum.edu/vita/
https://web.tusculum.edu/vita/
mailto:hbranstrator@tusculum.edu
https://web.tusculum.edu/vita/
http://www.tusculum.edu/


said Dr. Harold 
Branstrator, an 

associate 
professor of 
management at 
Tusculum, who 
oversees the 
VITA program. 
“We enjoy 
serving the 
community 
through this 
much-needed 
program and 
look forward to 
helping people 
navigate the tax 
system again 
next year.” 
Typically, the 

VITA program 
completes 700-
800 returns a 
year. Dr. 
Branstrator 
attributes the 

increase this 
year to 
additional 
awareness that 
Tusculum 
provides this 
service and that 

the tax 
preparation is 
free. Many 
university 
employees also 
utilized the 

service this year, 
and the VITA 
program had a 
lot of repeat 
clients. 
The VITA 

program 
provides free 

 

  

Tusculum students and community volunteers prepare income 
tax returns at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Johnson City. 
Dr. Harold Branstrator, standing in the blue shirt, assists one of 
the preparers 

  



income tax 
return 

preparation for 
people who 
meet one or 
more of the 
following 
criteria: 

·     Generally 

earn 
$70,000 
or less a 
year 

·     Are older 

than 65 
·     Have a 

disability 
·     Are limited 

in their 
English-

speaking 
abilities 

Students and 
community 
members, under 
Dr. Branstrator’s 

supervision, 
perform the 
service at the 
Meen Center on 
campus, at 
Westminster 
Presbyterian 

Church in 
Johnson City 
and at the 
Washington 
County Library 
in 

Jonesborough. 
“This program is 
a great way for 
our students to 
take what they 
have learned in 
the classroom 
and, through 

 

  

Angela Sanchez, left, prepares an income tax return at the 
Washington County Library 

  



additional 
training, apply 

their knowledge 
in a hands-on 
manner,” Dr. 
Branstrator said. 
“For community 
members, it is a 
great way to 
develop 
additional skills 
and learn more 
about the tax 
system. Both 
groups also 
benefit from 
being civically 
engaged and 
easing the 
minds of their 

clients, who 
might find tax 
return 
preparation to 
be intimidating. 
We ensure our 

clients receive a 
complete and 
proper return.” 
Twenty-one 
students, a 
Tusculum 
department 

chair and five 
community 
members 
participated in 
the program this 
year. Among the 

preparers this 
year were 
Parker Bales, a 
senior, and 
Angela Sanchez, 
a junior. 
Sanchez, who is 
pursuing a 

 

  

Parker Bales, left, prepares an income tax return at the Meen Center 
 



major in 
accounting and 

a minor in tax, 
joined the 
program this 
year as part of 
the VITA class 
and had a great 
experience 
completing 
people’s returns. 
“I loved it,” she 
said. “I’m very 
good at 
communication 
and everything 
with that, and I 
love being able 
to help others 
be able to get 

this done, 
especially 
getting it done 
for free. That 
helps a lot of 
people.” 

 

  

  

 

  

 

The Old Oak 
Festival 

was fantastic! 
  

We had a blast at the Old 
Oak Festival Saturday and 
Sunday! We welcomed 
thousands of people to 
campus, including many of 
our students, faculty and 
staff. In fact, many brought 
family members along with 
them. 



 

 

 

 

  
Thank you for joining us and 
welcoming our friends from 
the community. With more 
than 100 vendors and 
authors on campus, a nice 
array of entertainment, en 
plein air painting, inflatables 
and many other items, the 
festival had something for 
everyone. You can see 
photos from the event in the 
gallery. 
  
We also hosted the Old Oak 
Show and Shine car show. 
Edward Roberts, our vice 
president of institutional 
advancement, reports 45 
vehicles entered, featuring all 
types of makes and models, 
both international and 
domestic. He said this was a 
15-car increase from the year 
before. 
  
The winner was a 1965 Ford 
F100, nicknamed Snoopy, 
that is owned by Denis 
Rickey of Chuckey. He 
appears in the photo to the 
left. 
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Pioneer Con provided great fun for people with varied 
interests! 
Organizers of Pioneer Con were thrilled to see more than 100 people on campus to 
for gaming, esports, cosplay and many other activities Saturday! 
The campus was buzzing with Tusculum family members and the community 
participating in the event. Cosplay contestants wore terrific costumes that added 
another layer of fun to the festivities. Everyone who participated in the various 
games was having fun and appearing relaxed. Many people purchased items from 
the vendors and engaged in enjoyable conversations with them. 
We commend Dr. Harold Branstrator, associate professor of management, and Dr. 
Nick Davidson, chair of our Sport Management Department, for their leadership. 
We are also grateful to the many students and businesses who worked extensively 
to make the day great success. Dr. Branstrator and Dr. Davidson are already 
looking to host the event again in the fall. 
You can read more about Saturday’s event and the perspectives of many Tusculum 
family members in this news release. You can view additional photos in this 
gallery. 

 

https://www3.tusculum.edu/news/news/2024/pioneer-con-brings-tusculum-university-family-members-and-the-community-together-for-a-day-of-fun-activities/
https://www3.tusculum.edu/news/tusc-family/2024/pioneer-con-april-2024/
https://www3.tusculum.edu/news/tusc-family/2024/pioneer-con-april-2024/


  

  

 

  

Graduation is Saturday! 
Saturday, May 4, at 10 a.m. in Pioneer 
Arena No tickets are necessary. The 

graduation speakers will be Andrae 
Robinson for the undergraduates and 
Katherine Love-Pride for the graduate 
students. Graduates Isabelle Delbridge 
and David Bowlin will deliver the 
invocation and benediction, 

respectively. We are excited to see our 
graduates cross the stage and begin 
the next step in their lives! 
Congratulations Graduates! 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

COE Honor Awards Convocation 
  
The College of Education celebrated the academic excellence of students in all of 
our COE programs at the spring 2024 Virtual Honor Awards Convocation held at 

6:00 PM on Wednesday, April 17th. President Scott Hummel opened the ceremony 
with words of inspiration, congratulations, and encouragement at the start of the 
ceremony. Alumnus Gabby Rambo shared words of wisdom, encouragement, and 
support to this year’s award recipients, as they close this chapter and prepare to 
start the next chapter in their lives. Provost Tricia Hunsader closed the ceremony 
with words of admiration and encouragement to persevere and be open to new 

and continuing opportunities. We are coming in on the closing of the spring 2024 
semester in the College of Education.  

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email


  
Kappa Delta Pi 
The COE Teacher Education held our spring 2024 Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) Induction 
Ceremony at 6:00 PM on Wednesday, April 10th. During this ceremony, held in the 
Brotherton Boardroom in the Meen Center, we inducted 16 teacher education 
candidates into TU’s Alpha Iota Zeta chapter of KDP.   
  
We are thrilled to induct these teacher education candidates into our Alpha 
Iota Zeta chapter and the international KDP Honor Society in Education and 
we are proud to call them colleagues in this extremely rewarding field of 
education like "for a limited time only" or "only 7 remaining!" 

 

 

  

Our new Alpha Iota Zeta chapter inductees are (in alphabetical order): 
  
Isabella Bianchin; Jennifer Burgin; Suzanne Campbell; Lauren Chesney; 
Emily Coddington; Jaime Duncan; Kaylee Gibson; Madison Lane; 
Alexandria McBrien; Brandon McKay; John Pittman; Jared Rowland; Laura 
Swanson; Christi Vaughn; Spencer Weese; Amy Williams 

 

  

  

 

  



 

 

  

 

Dr. Suzanne Byrd 
 

 

  

McKinlay Bryant, Assistant Athletic Trainer, 
helps prepare softball player Claire Smeltzer 
for her next game. 

 

  

TUSCULUM UNIVERSITY ADDING PRE-ATHLETIC 
TRAINING DEGREE TO MEET GROWING NEED FOR 

PROFESSIONALS IN THIS FIELD 
  

Building on success it has achieved in the sport science field, Tusculum 
University is adopting a new major that will help address the demand for 
additional athletic trainers. 
Tusculum will begin offering the Bachelor of Science in sport science pre-athletic 
training during the fall semester. Students will earn the degree with the mentorship 

of the experienced sport science program faculty, who will equip them with the 
knowledge they need to advance to graduation and then pursue a master’s degree 
in the field. 

https://site.tusculum.edu/sport-science/
http://www.tusculum.edu/
http://www.tusculum.edu/


“We are constantly staying in touch with professionals and following the trends in 
the industry to understand how we can support the workforce needs in this field,” 

said Dr. Suzanne Byrd, chair of Tusculum’s Sport Science Department. “Through 
our research, we have identified that our Bachelor of Science in pre-athletic 
training would help ensure the need for additional professionals in this field is 
satisfied. We are pleased to meet that demand and have developed an innovative 
degree, rich in active and experiential learning, that will prepare our students for 
the next step.” 
The National Athletic Trainers’ Association said the largest percentage of athletic 
trainers work at colleges and universities, followed closely by secondary schools. 
The third largest job setting is a clinic or hospital. They also work in professional 
sports and in emerging settings, such as the performing arts, public safety, the 
military and occupational health, the organization said. 
The Occupational Outlook Handbook of the Bureau of Labor Statistics said the 
number of jobs for athletic trainers was 33,800 in 2022. By 2032, that number is 
expected to grow by 14%, a figure the handbook said is much faster than the 
average for all occupations. The handbook said about 2,700 openings for athletic 
trainers are projected each year, on average, during the decade. 
To become an athletic trainer, a person must obtain a master’s degree in the field, 
pass a certification examination and become licensed, Dr. Byrd said. The median 

pay for an athletic trainer in 2023 was $57,930. 
Tusculum already offers bachelor’s degrees in sport science and in sport science 
pre-physical therapy/occupational therapy. Students with these degrees have 
advanced to master’s programs at a number of universities in a variety of fields. 
Emily Venable, who is graduating from Tusculum in May with an independent 
program of study degree in sport science and science, will then pursue a master’s 

degree in athletic training from Lee University. She is pleased to know Tusculum is 
adding a Bachelor of Science in pre-athletic training to its catalog. 
Students can be accepted into a master’s program for athletic training with a 
Bachelor of Science in sport science pre-occupational therapy/physical therapy. But 
some students who want to be an athletic trainer would prefer to go the pre-
athletic training route at Tusculum, Venable said. Now, that will be an option. 
To obtain a degree in sport science pre-athletic training at Tusculum, a student will 

have to complete 68 credit hours of professional preparation and theory, which 
includes courses such as anatomy and physiology, chemistry, athletic training 
evaluation and rehabilitation. Students will also have to complete an internship and 
a clinical class. 
These courses are already offered at Tusculum, and Venable took some of them for 
her degree. She said the courses in which she enrolled at Tusculum enabled her to 

take the next step in her career path. 
“I think all the courses that I have taken have helped me along the way to be 
accepted into Lee University’s master’s program,” Venable said. “Since athletic 
training is a hands-on experience, I think that the biggest classes that made me 
the most prepared for this master’s program to come would have to be Anatomy 
and Physiology I and II and also First Aid and CPR.” 
Venable concluded in the fall she wanted to be an athletic trainer because of her 
love of sports and her status as a student-athlete. She is a member of the women’s 



beach volleyball team at Tusculum. She decided she wanted to complete her 
internship in Tusculum’s Athletic Training Department because she wants to work 

with college athletes after she completes her master’s degree, certification and 
licensure. 
“I found this internship to be very helpful because I got a lot of hands-on learning 
and helped athletes,” Venable said. 
Chris Lenker, Tusculum’s assistant athletic director for sports medicine, is excited 
Tusculum will now offer the Bachelor of Science in sport science pre-athletic 
training degree. 
“Athletic training is a growing field, and Tusculum will meet the national and local 
need for these professionals,” Lenker said. “With our university’s focus on an active 
and experiential education and preparation of career-ready professionals, 
graduates with this new degree will be well-positioned for a master’s level 
program. Developing this new degree program demonstrates our responsiveness to 
the industry and is reflective of the caliber and forward-thinking approach of our 
sport science faculty.” 
For additional information on the program, please email Dr. Byrd 
at sbyrd@tusculum.edu. To learn more about the university, please 
visit www.tusculum.edu.  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

Danielle Jason, a graduate 
student and utility player, 

celebrates after driving home 
two Pioneers during the 

mailto:sbyrd@tusculum.edu
http://www.tusculum.edu/
http://www.tusculum.edu/


New men’s 
lacrosse head 
coach named 
Josh Ealy, vice president 
of athletics, has promoted 
Mike Brisbin to head coach 
of the men’s lacrosse 
team. He has served as 
interim coach since 
February. 
Brisbin has served on the 
team’s coaching staff since 
the fall. In 2018, Brisbin 
began coaching at West 
High School in Knoxville, 
helping the team win the 
Kelly Cup for the best team 
in the region. Brisbin 
helped start the Blount 
County Bulldogs in 2019 to 
promote the sport to youth 
at elementary, middle and 
high school. The program 
recorded a winning record 
three times in its first four 
seasons. 
He is the founder and 
director of Next Level 
Lacrosse TN, which 
provides players in East 
Tennessee with 
performance training, 
travel ball, recruiting 
guidance, camps and a 
men's league. 
You can read more in 
this news releasefrom the 
Office of Athletic 
Communications. 

 

softball team’s doubleheader 
sweep of Belmont Abbey 
College at Red Edmonds 

Field. The team concluded its 
season with a 30-22 record, 
the Pioneers’ most wins since 
2014. Photo by the Office of 
Athletic Communications 

 

 

  

  

 

  

https://www.tusculumpioneers.com/sports/mlax/2023-24/releases/20240404oi6b65


 

Associate head coach 
selected for the President’s 

GEM Award 
  

We congratulate Justin Chartrand, the 
men’s basketball team’s associate 
head coach, who also serves in 
business operations for the Athletic 

Department. He is the recipient of the 
President’s GEM Award for April! 
Dr. Hummel announced Chartrand’s 
selection at the end of the President’s 
Coffee Friday. Here are some of the 
many comments nominators made 
about him: 

 

“Justin is one of the hardest 
working individuals at 
Tusculum University. Justin is 
regularly going out of his way 
to assist those who need help. 
He will drop anything on his 
plate to assist someone in 
need. He has been so valuable 
to our athletic department 
since the day he stepped foot 
on campus. He comes in every 
day with a positive attitude and 
always willing to help. He truly 
makes this athletic department 
go with his assistance in our 
budgets and ensuring our 
coaches stay on top of it.” 
“Justin is without a doubt the 
guy you want on YOUR team. 
Justin is quick to assist (no 

basketball pun intended) and 
lend a hand in any situation -- 
all while brandishing a friendly 
smile. In addition to mentoring 
young men through sport, he 
provides leadership and 

support overseeing all business 
operations for the athletic 
department. His integrity, 
dedication, positivity and love 
of Tusculum are apparent on a 
daily basis as is the respect he 
garners.” 
“His commitment to this 
university and to our staff is 
unmatched. Even though he is 
constantly extremely busy, he 
is always pleasant to everyone 

he sees. He works two jobs 

and does them both at a very 
high level of efficiency while 
never complaining. There is no 
doubt that Justin Chartrand is 
an outstanding representative 
of Tusculum University's 

mission, vision, and values!” 



We will take a break from GEM 
award and the President’s 
Coffee during the summer and 
resume both in September. 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

Eve Oglesby Kristin  
1935-2024 

 

 

 

June Francis 
Soud 

1936-2024 
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https://www.dailypress.com/obituaries/june-francis-soud-2/
https://www.dailypress.com/obituaries/june-francis-soud-2/


  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

Homecoming is the perfect time to plan a class reunion. If 
you graduated 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 or more years ago make 
plans to return "home" for your reunion. Call your 
classmates and make those plans now! October will be here 
before you know it!  

 

  

  

 

  

 

 



  

 

Question: What was the name of 
this building? What was it used 
for? 
  
  

Special thanks to Cindy Matheny 

for this month's question! 
 

 

 

Last Month's 
question: Back in the 
late 1960's and early 
1970's the rumor was 
that this professor 
worked on the timing 
device for the Atomic 
bomb. Who is he and 
what did he teach?  
  
Answer: Dr. Earl 
Phelan, Professor of 
Chemistry 

  

  

  

 

 

  

Follow the Alumni Facebook page to stay up to date on alumni 
related events, news and happenings, both on and off campus. 

 



  

Access Alumni Facebook Page  

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

Update Your Information  

 

 

  

 

 

Share news about new 

jobs, promotions, graduate 

school success, weddings 

and births with your 

fellow alumni by 

submitting a Class Note 

through alumni pages on 

the Tusculum website.  
  

 

  

Submit Alumni Class Notes 

 

 

  

  

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/tusculumalumni/
https://web.tusculum.edu/alumni/change-address-form/
https://web.tusculum.edu/alumni/submit-class-notes/


 

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Alumni and 
Friends! 
  

Old Oak! Wow, just wow. 

I sure enjoyed seeing all 

of you that made it out to 

the festival. We didn't let 

the cold rainy weather 

dampen our spirits! If you 

missed the alumni table, 
please send me your 

updated contact 

information.  

I am sure you noticed 

this new newsletter 

platform. I hope you have 

enjoyed it as much as I 

have. Please forward this 



on to any alums you may 

know. They can easily 

subscribe to be placed on 

the emailing list for next 

month. 
  

As always, please fell free 

to email me 

atjhawk@tusculum.edu
 or call 

at 423.636.7407. 
  

Kind Regards, 
Jolin Hawk '05 '11 

Senior Director of 

Development and Alumni 

Relations 
  

  

  

 

  

       

 
 

 

 

  

  

 

  

Subscribe to Alumni Newsletter 
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